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Federal Railroad Administration, DOT § 242.203 

Subpart C—Administration of the 
Certification Program 

§ 242.201 Time limitations for certifi-
cation. 

(a) After the pertinent date in 
§ 242.105(d) or (e), a railroad shall not 
certify or recertify a person as a con-
ductor in any type of service, if the 
railroad is making: 

(1) A determination concerning eligi-
bility under §§ 242.111, 242.113, 242.115, 
and 242.403 and the eligibility data 
being relied on was furnished more 
than 366 days before the date of the 
railroad’s certification decision; 

(2) A determination concerning vis-
ual and hearing acuity and the medical 
examination being relied on was con-
ducted more than 450 days before the 
date of the railroad’s certification deci-
sion; 

(3) A determination concerning dem-
onstrated knowledge and the knowl-
edge examination being relied on was 
conducted more than 366 days before 
the date of the railroad’s certification 
decision; or 

(4) A determination concerning dem-
onstrated knowledge and the knowl-
edge examination being relied on was 
conducted more than 24 months before 
the date of the railroad’s recertifi-
cation decision if the railroad admin-
isters a knowledge testing program 
pursuant to § 242.121 at intervals that 
do not exceed 24 months. 

(b) The time limitations of paragraph 
(a) of this section do not apply to a 
railroad that is making a certification 
decision in reliance on determinations 
made by another railroad in accord-
ance with paragraph (c)(3) of this sec-
tion, § 242.125, or § 242.127. 

(c) No railroad shall: 
(1) Permit or require a person, des-

ignated under § 242.105(a) or (b), to per-
form service as a certified conductor 
for more than the 36-month period be-
ginning on the pertinent date for com-
pliance with the mandatory procedures 
for testing and evaluation set forth in 
the applicable provisions of § 242.105(d) 
or (e) unless that person has been de-
termined to be eligible in accordance 
with procedures that comply with sub-
part B of this part. 

(2) Certify a person as a conductor for 
an interval of more than 36 months; or 

(3) Rely on a certification issued by 
another railroad that is more than 36 
months old. 

(d) Except as provided for in § 242.105 
concerning initial implementation of 
the program, a railroad shall issue each 
person designated as a certified con-
ductor a certificate that complies with 
§ 242.207 no later than 30 days from the 
date of its decision to certify or recer-
tify that person. 

§ 242.203 Retaining information sup-
porting determinations. 

(a) After the pertinent date in 
§ 242.105(d) or (e), a railroad that issues, 
denies, or revokes a certificate after 
making the determinations required 
under § 242.109 shall maintain a record 
for each certified conductor or appli-
cant for certification that contains the 
information the railroad relied on in 
making the determinations. 

(b) A railroad shall retain the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Relevant data from the railroad’s 
records concerning the person’s prior 
safety conduct; 

(2) Relevant data furnished by an-
other railroad; 

(3) Relevant data furnished by a gov-
ernmental agency concerning the per-
son’s motor vehicle driving record; 

(4) Relevant data furnished by the 
person seeking certification concerning 
his or her eligibility; 

(5) The relevant test results data con-
cerning hearing and vision acuity; 

(6) If applicable, the relevant data 
concerning the professional opinion of 
the railroad’s medical examiner on the 
adequacy of the person’s hearing or vi-
sion acuity; 

(7) Relevant data from the railroad’s 
records concerning the person’s success 
or failure of the passage of knowledge 
test(s) under § 242.121; 

(8) A sample copy of the written 
knowledge test or tests administered; 
and 

(9) The relevant data from the rail-
road’s records concerning the person’s 
success or failure on unannounced op-
erating rules compliance tests the rail-
road performed to monitor the conduc-
tor’s performance in accordance with 
§ 242.123. 

(c) If a railroad is relying on success-
ful completion of an approved training 
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